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An Abundance of Katherines
By John Green
Green follows his Printz-winning Looking for Alaska (2005) with another
sharp, intelligent story, this one full of mathematical problems, historical
references, word puzzles, and footnotes. Colin Singleton believes he is a
washed-up child prodigy. A graduating valedictorian with a talent for
creating anagrams, he fears he'll never do anything to classify him as a
genius. To make matters worse, he has just been dumped by his most
recent girlfriend (all of them have been named Katherine), and he's
inconsolable. What better time for a road trip! He and his buddy Hassan
load up the gray Olds (Satan's Hearse) and leave Chicago. They make it as
far as Gutshot, Tennessee, where they stop to tour the gravesite of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and meet a girl who isn't named Katherine. It's
this girl, Lindsey, who helps Colin work on a mathematical theorem to
predict the duration of romantic relationships. The laugh-out-loud humor
ranges from delightfully sophomoric to subtly intellectual, and the boys'
sarcastic repartee will help readers navigate the slower parts of the story,
which involve local history interviews. The idea behind the book is that
everyone's story counts, and what Colin's contributes to the world, no
matter how small it may seem to him, will, indeed, matter. An appendix
explaining the complex math is "fantastic,” or as the anagrammatically
inclined Green might have it, it's enough to make "cats faint." (Booklist).
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Armageddon@® Children

By Terry Brooks

Fans of Brooks, best known for his "Shannara" series (Del Rey), will be
delighted by this novel. Set on Earth some 80 years from now, it is the
first volume in an untitled pre-Shannara series that continues the story of
the author's "Word/ Void" trilogy (Del Rey). The Earth has been ravished
by ecological disasters and demons, and once-men and horrible mutated
monsters roam the planet. Any remaining humans are holed up in
fortresses, except for the outcasts and the unwanted street children,
including a group called the Ghosts, who have formed tribes to survive.
Logan Tom and Angel Peres, who are Knights of the Word, have been
recruited by The Lady to save and protect the gypsy morph, the offspring
of Nest Freegard, previously featured in the trilogy. Brooks has an easy
and fluid style; he makes a complicated plot less difficult to understand.
Teens new to his work will love this introduction to his best-selling
fantasies. And there are enough characters (and some surprises) from the
other books to make any fan happy. Be warned, however, that the ending
is literally a cliff-hanger, and readers may find it difficult to wait patiently
for the next volume of this sure-to-be popular series (School Library
Journal).
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Body Movers

By Stephanie Bond
Carlotta Wren's pampered life as the daughter of wealthy, doting parents
ends abruptly when said parents commit a white-collar crime and leave




the country to avoid prosecution. Carlotta is left with Wesley, her bright
but trouble-prone brother. Working as a salesclerk in Atlanta's Neiman
Marcus store, Carlotta endures the catty comments of former "f riends"
such as Angela Ashford, the woman who married Carlotta's fiancZ when
he broke up with her after the scandal with her parents. Now Wesley has
become a gambling addict. When Carlotta makes him get a job, she never
dreamed that Wesley would become a body mover--someone who
removes corpses from nursing homes, hospitals, and crime scenes--and
that one of his first assignments would be to pick up a very dead Angela
Ashford. Detective Jack Terry, who still hasn't given up on solving
Carlotta and Wesley's parents' case, is convinced that Carlotta killed
Angela, and he finds his attraction to her deeply annoying. A popular
romantic suspense author, Bond has successfully switched to the crime
genre, bringing along her trademark humor and panache. Watch for future
titles in the Body Movers series (Booklist).
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Book of Sketches, 1952-57

By Jack Kerouac

Introduction by George Condo

Kerouac admirers know of the legendary writer's habit of carrying a small
notebook in his shirt pocket to jot down his impressions. But it is not
common knowledge that this peripatetic observer typed up the contents
of the journals he filled from mid-1952 through 1954 to create a
manuscript he titled Book of Sketches. This collection of in-the-moment
jottings, the literary equivalent of rapidly executed drawings, is now
published for the first time. Whitmanesque in his embrace of life, painterly
in his details, and enthralled by the texture of language, Kerouac
describes the "longroar of sea," hitchhiking in North Carolina, and finding
himself naked among trees in Mexico, suffering "t he terrible benzedrine /
depression after big / night of drinking." He remembers "c hildhood
dreams," wishes for a woman, marvels over the unexpected beauty of a
Denver barbershop, and frets over "TV stupidities” and "Americans / who




only think in / terms of paranoia & oil." Restless, receptive, and hungry
for divinity, Kerouac continues to feed our collective imagination in yet
another treasure from his precious archives (Booklist).
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The Boy Detective Fails
By Joe Meno
Following up on his coming-of-age tale, Hairstyles of the Damned
(Akashic, 2004), Meno has created a wry and somewhat surreal novel
chronicling the adventures of Billy Argo, boy detective. Given a True-Life
Junior Detective Kit by a relative, he becomes a local celebrity when he
solves a string of crimes of a type unfamiliar to most mystery-book
heroes. The story turns even darker when Billy suffers a breakdown
following the suicide of his younger sister and fellow crime solver. By
turns comic and strange, the novel follows Billy through his travails in the
fictitious city of Gotham, NJ. Teens will gravitate to the weirdness of this
place where city buses, wax museums, school yards, small headless
animals, and evildoers with missing body parts abound. Billy's dreamy
encounters challenge his courage and inadvertently bring resolution to the
mystery of his sister's death. The characters along the way are
memorable and the bizarreness builds throughout. Readers' appetite for
solving puzzles also increases as clues are dropped to help Billy in solving
the big puzzle of the unknown. Always a challenge for adults, young or
old, Meno is a talent worth following (School Library Journal).
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Brothers
By Da Chen

Teens looking for a grand saga in which to lose themselves will appreciate
this one set in late-20th-century China. General Long, well-respected by
Chairman Mao, has two sons. Tan is born to his wife, and into a life of
privilege; Shento is born to a rural mountain woman who commits suicide
at his birth. This child's life is full of depravation and cruelty, especially
during his time in an orphanage. As the boys mature, Shento learns the
identity of his father, but when he is rejected, he vows revenge. As the
boys grow up, their paths cross, although sometimes unknowingly. Shento
trains as an assassin and during the Cultural Revolution he kills Tan's
teacher. Shento is the first to meet Sumi and fall in love with her. Later,
believing Shento is dead, she falls in love with Tan. Despite its sprawling
nature, the novel is fast-paced, with chapters alternating among the
characters, thus eliciting both sympathy and antipathy for each brother
as he meets life's challenges. As in Dickens, the numerous coincidences
do not detract from the tale, but instead infuse it with a sense of
inevitability. This story of revenge, adventure, and an explosive love
triangle satisfies a taste for historical fiction as well as for a family saga
(School Library Journal).



Calamity Jayne Rides Again

By Kathleen Bacus

Tressa "Calamity Jayne" Turner, who bungled her way into the role of
amateur detective, is back, and so is her main squeeze and sparring
partner, hunky "Ranger Rick" Townsend. Tressa's Uncle Frank has opened
his soft-frozen ice-cream booth at the lowa State Fair, and as always,
members of the family have been recruited to work the concession stand,
including Tressa. But this year things go terribly wrong. It's bad enough
that someone is sabotaging Uncle Frank's frozen delights with such things
as an army of cockroaches, but things really take a turn for the worse
when Tressa's cousin Frankie disappears. Tressa's entire, albeit meager,
store of sleuthing skills comes into play as she tries to solve these
unexpected mysteries. Bacus provides lots of small-town fun with this
lovable, fair-haired klutz and lively story, liberally salted with dumb-blond
jokes. Although this tale works well as a stand-alone, it's even better
paired with the hilarious first book of the series, Calamity Jayne (2006),
and more titles are on the way (Booklist).
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Dead Connection

By Charlie Price

Teenage loner Murray Kiefer has found comfort and companionship by
"visiting with" the dead in his local cemetery. Schoolmate Pearl is more
outgoing and confident; she lives with her widowed father, the caretaker
of the cemetery. A third teen, cheerleader Nikki Parker, has disappeared,



and everyone speculates about whether she'll be found alive. Price
weaves the stories of these characters-and those of a drunken cop, a
trusting and loyal father, and a jaded but smart detective-into a murder
mystery with compelling psychological and spiritual overtones. Neither
Pearl nor Murray is interested in befriending the other but eventually a
relationship develops. How long it will take the good cop to catch up with
the bad one-and just how "bad" the latter might be-keeps the tension
high. The cemetery setting and Murray's sensitivity to the dead aren't
ghoulish, nor are these details played for laughs. At the same time, the
teen's social awkwardness elicits sympathy in readers. He is simply who
he is and is able to know just a little something about which others seem
less aware, while being in the dark about things that his peers take for
granted. Pearl is strong and eventually admirable as she gains respect for
Murray. The degradation of the drunken cop adds a gritty edge to a story
where most (but not all) of the violence takes place offstage. This will be
an easy sell to mystery readers, and will have lots of appeal to those
familiar with that genre only through television or movies (School Library
Journal).
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Empire

By Orson Scott Card

Some video-game developers asked Card to write a scenario for "an
entertainment franchise . . . about a near-future American civil war." They
came to the right man and held off on releasing the game until he
completed this relentless thriller, which couldn't be timelier and is, for all
its hyperactivity and flip, Hollywoodish one-liners, heartfelt and sobering.
Its heroes are two special-ops army officers who keep their oaths to
defend the U.S. against all enemies when far too many of their ostensible
colleagues have decided to abandon theirs. A rocket hits the west wing of
the White House, killing the president, vice-president, and secretary of

defense. While those directly responsible are Arabs, the next day, 14-
foot-tall, bulletproof, armed globes on mechanical legs, backed by

=




shooters on individual hovercraft, seize New York City by killing anyone in
uniform. None of the new attackers looks anything other than American.
A "Progressive Restoration” administration is established in the city, and
it encourages other cities and states to join it to restore government as it
should have been but for the stolen elections of 2000 and 2004.
Intriguing plot wrinkles come fore and aft of those basic developments,
there are many deftly shaped supporting players, and major shocks
explode in a split second (no Stephen King slo-mo for Card!). Moreover, all
the action doesn't obscure the author's message about the dangers of
extreme political polarization and the need to reassert moderation and
mutual citizenship; indeed, it drives it home (Booklist).
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The Fighter
By Jean-Jacques Greif

Following his emigration from Warsaw to Paris in 1929, at age 14, Moshe
adopts the French name Maurice. Within six years, he establishes a new
life with a job, wife, and child in a city displaying less anti-Semitism than
the city of his childhood. But his world is about to change again when the
Nazis overtake Paris and he is deported, first to a work camp and then to
Auschwitz. Moshe draws strength and emotional perseverance from his
amateur-boxing hobby, using his skills and techniques to outsmart or even
withstand the brutal beatings and long hours of hard labor with minimal
nourishment. Told in first person, this novel is a day-by-day account, with
graphically detailed descriptions of the cruelty and inhumanity created in
a prison/ slave environment with its own hierarchy pitting stronger Jews
and other prisoners against weaker ones and overseen by merciless
German commandos. Ultimately, the adage of "survival of the fittest" is
clearly displayed here as Moshe's story, based on a real survivor's
experience, is delineated, ironically negating Hitler's Final Solution. In the
end, however, Greif reminds readers that one not only needed emotional
and physical strength but also a whole lot of luck and cleverness to be



able to resist and emerge from the torturous nightmare of the camps.
Tough, realistic reading with some raw language (School Library Journal).

Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic

By Alison Bechdel

This is a father and daughter story. Bechdel's mother and two brothers
are in it, of course, but Bruce Bechdel had the biggest impact on his
eldest child and so is naturally the other main character in her
autobiographical graphic novel. Emotionally and physically reserved, to
the point of brusqueness, he busied himself restoring--and then some--the
Victorian-era house he bought for the family in the Pennsylvania town in
which he was born and lived virtually all his 44 years. He enlisted the kids
for never-ending interior and exterior modifications of the place in what
obviously was his major creative outlet. For a living, he taught twelfth-
grade English and ran the small undertaking business that occupied part
of his parents' house and that the kids called the fun home. Bechdel
doesn't even hint about how ironic she and her brothers meant to be,
because she is a narrative artist, not a moralist or comedian, in this book
and because she has a greater, real-life irony to consider. After disclosing
her lesbianism in a letter home from college, her mother replied that her
father was homosexual, too. Alison suddenly understood his legal trouble
over buying a beer for a teenage boy, all the teen male "helpers" he had
around the house, and his solo outings during family vacations to New
York. Bechdel's long-running Dykes to Watch Out For is arguably the best
comic strip going, and Fun Home is one of the very best graphic novels
ever (Booklist).



ISABEL ALLENDE

InZs of My Soul

By Isabel Allende
Fiction about the conquistador experience in the New World (although a
long list does not immediately come to mind) nevertheless can't possibly
get better than Allende's treatment of the subject in her latest novel,
which is based on the life of a real historical character. InZs Suarez was
born in golden-age Spain; she traveled to that glittering country's South
American empire in search of her husband, who previously had pulled up
stakes and booked passage there in search of riches. In the novel's real
time, Ines is 70 years old in the year 1580, and she puts stiffly held pen
to paper to compose her memoirs, recording for posterity the events of
guite an extraordinary life. Once in the New World, after learning her
husband had died, Ines, with her innate smarts and fortitude, takes up
with a man (one of Francisco Pizarro's former officers) who not only
knocks her socks off (or whatever the equivalent of such an article of
clothing was back in those days) but who also, together with her,
proceeds to build the city of Santiago and forge the nation of Chile.
Allende's novel broadens and deepens into a richly drawn depiction of the
harshness of New World colonial life. She is an exquisite handler of
historical detail, always conscious of keeping her story line above sinking
beneath the particulars (Booklist).




Labyrinth

By Kate Mosse

Mosse's epic adventure weaves together the present and the past in an
entertaining Grail-quest tale. In the present, Alice Tanner, a volunteer at a
French archaeological excavation, stumbles across the skeletal remains of
two people in a cave, as well as a ring with an intricate labyrinth engraved
on it. Her discovery attracts the attention of two unsavory figures: Paul
Authie, a sinister police inspector, and Marie-Ceile de I'Oradore, a wealthy,
powerful woman. When the ring that Alice discovered and the friend that
invited her out on the dig both disappear, Alice begins to fear for her
safety. Interlinked with Alice's story is that of 17-year-old Alais, newly
married to a handsome chevalier and living in thirteenth-century
Carcassonne. The threat of French invasion grows every day, but Alais
and her father are more concerned with protecting three sacred books
that reveal the secret of the Grail. The Crusaders want the books, but two
people much closer to home are working against Alais and her father,
desirous of the promise of eternal life that the Grail offers. Although the
novel contains lulls in places, the medieval story is exciting. Expect
demand (Booklist).

The Long Run

The Long Run
By Leo Furey
This winning first novel is set during the 1960s at a Newfoundland

orphanage for boys run by the Christian Brothers. There's never enough



food, the dorms are always freezing, and the discipline is harsh, but Aidan
Carmichael and his band of cohorts, known as the Dare Klub, combat the
grim atmosphere with their own brand of anarchy. Led by the street-
smart Blackie, the boys steal wine from the sacristy and bread from the
bakery, give each other tips on dealing with girls and manipulating their
teachers, and, most importantly, help each other endure "t he spells,”
when feelings of loneliness threaten to overwhelm. In their most
exhilarating scheme, they band together to train in the dead of night for
an annual marathon. Furey keeps the humor flowing, making the most of
Brother McCann's frequently incoherent monologues and dialogues, when,
in between administering vicious whacks to his students, he attempts to
explain the finer points of Catholic theology via convoluted baseball
metaphors and perplexing essay topics ("What If Jesus Were Japanese?").
Most affectingly, within the boys' small but fearless acts of rebellion,
Furey encapsulates the life-affirming resilience of youth (Booklist).

The LovinOKind: A Morgan Family Romance

By Nancy J. Parra

Beth Morgan doesn't need to be told that she is the prettiest woman in
Boltonville, Wisconsin--she already knows it. As she walks down the aisle
to marry Eric Slausser, visions of herself bloated, pregnant, and not-so-
beautiful come to mind, and she bolts. She decides to go stay with her
brother in Wyoming. Her father agrees with her plan but insists that she
travel with the man he trusts more than anyone else in the world,
grudgingly wealthy Quaid Blair. Quaid is taking his prize horses up the trail
and is extremely reluctant to take the spoiled beauty with him. He vows
to himself that he'll make the journey so difficult, Beth will give up.
Surprisingly, Beth's fragile, feminine looks belie a strong, determined,
capable woman. Thrilled to finally be with a man who doesn't treat her like
fine porcelain, Beth rises to every challenge. In the third book in the
Morgan Family Romance series ( The Marryin' Kind, 2005; The Bettin' Kind,
2005), Parra continues to create marvelously gutsy heroines--complex




characters who aren't what the rest of the world thinks they are
(Booklist).
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Natural Selection

By Dave Freedman

This debut novel changes before your very eyes. It begins as an
implausible riff on Jurassic Park, with carnivorous rays (those big, flat sea
creatures) standing in for the dinosaurs. But somewhere along the way,
something remarkable happens to the story: you start believing it. Is it
the author's enthusiasm, or his characters, or his research? Whatever the
reason, there comes a moment when you feel the first twinge of fear, and
then you realize that you're buying into this story of giant, prehistoric
rays that have learned to fly (yes, fly, in the air) and are now hunting on
land. Some of the imagery--shapes swooping out of the blackness, rays as
big as hang gliders hovering in midair--evoke a visceral terror in the
reader. And the protagonists, a research crew struggling to figure out
what these creatures are--and then running for their lives from them--are
a likable bunch. Okay, so bits of the story are a little shopworn, like the
financially strapped theme-park owner who sends the crew of plucky
young scientists out to find the creatures, but in the end, this hardly
matters. Like all the best horror authors, Freedman takes his story well
beyond the safety of camp; by making it believable, he makes it genuinely
terrifying--and when that happens, large audiences follow. Don't be
surprised if giant flying fish are the talk of the summer. Keep watching
the skies(Booklist).



Ocean

By Warren Ellis, Chris Sprouse, Karl Story

Ellis tells the story of an imminent encounter with a grim past. One
hundred years in the future, UN Weapons Inspector Nathan Kane is sent
on a top-secret mission to a space station orbiting Europa. The scientific
crew working there has discovered ancient caskets floating in the
massive, ice-covered ocean of that moon. Inside the coffins are members
of a violent and ancient race of beings the ancestors of humankind who
have been floating in stasis for millions of years, waiting to be discovered.
But to what purpose? And what of the huge slumbering mechanical device
pointed at Earth? And why is the interplanetary technology corporation
DOORS so interested? With cinematic illustrations, Ellis's story rises above
cookie-cutter sci-fi devices and touches on modern issues from racism to
weapons of mass destruction. This book is everything a graphic novel
should be tightly plotted with memorable characters, vibrantly illustrated,
and a smart story that contains all the best elements of both speculative
fiction and social commentary. For readers who have had enough of
moody superheroes, tiny manga warriors with huge swords, and whining
post-modern autobiographies, Ocean will be a perfect and satisfying read
(School Library Journal).



DAVID AUBURN

Proof: A Play

By David Auburn

Twenty-five-year-old Catherine, who sacrificed college to care for her
mentally ill father (once a brilliant, much-admired mathematician), is left in
a kind of limbo after his death. Socially awkward and a bit of a shut-in, she
is gruff with Hal, a former student who shows up even before the funeral
wanting to root through the countless notebooks her father kept in the
years of his decline, hoping to find mathematical gold. On the heels of his
arrival comes Claire, Catherine's cosmopolitan, blandly successful, and
pushy sister, with plans to sell their father's house and take Catherine
(whom she's convinced has inherited a touch of their father's illness) with
her back to New York. Catherine does not want to leave, and things
become more complicated as she and Hal tentatively begin to develop a
relationship. She gives him the key to a drawer in her father's desk, where
the "gold" waits-in the form of a notebook filled with the most original
and astonishing mathematical proof Hal has seen in years. Thrilled, he
wants to take immediate steps to have the proof published in her father's
name, until Catherine shocks both him and Claire by declaring that she is
its author. Hal's harsh incredulity pushes Catherine into an indifferent
funk, sorely disappointed by the insult of having to prove her honesty to
a friend she had trusted. There is much to appeal to YAs in this Pulitzer
Prize- and Tony Award-winning play, which crackles with subtle wit while
tackling large questions (School Library Journal).



Psyche in a Dress

By Francesca Lia Block

If the Greek gods lived today, would Psyche be a film star, compelled by
her father to act however he directed her? Would Hades have been
abused by his parents? Would Aphrodite own a dress shop selling clothing
made of petals and butterfly wings? Would Orpheus be a rock musician
who hides his talent by working as a bartender until after hours, when he
plays for strippers? It is Block's genius to cast the gods with all their
beauty and horror, manipulativeness and self-destructiveness, cruelty and
tenderness into a modern society that feels a lot like California. This novel
in verse, which begins with Psyche's (sometimes graphically described)
affair with Eros, spirals down through Hades, and flows up again to Joy,
will hook readers with its vivid imagery and the immediacy of its
emotions. It may also send them hunting for Bulfinch's Mythology
(Random, 1998) to learn more about the sources of the stories. Riveting
and brilliant, this is a must for most YA collections (School Library
Journal).

RAIDERS

Raiders Night

By Robert Lipsyte

This grim, disturbing story about high-school football centers on Matt,
who is a co-captain of the Nearmont Raiders. With Division One schools
aggressively recruiting him, Matt's future looks assured. His present,
however, is a nightmare. Addicted to Vicodin and "juice," the regular
shots of steroids he receives with the support of his father, Matt rides a



nonstop emotional roller coaster: he hates himself for feeling embarrassed
by his developmentally disabled brother, and he hates his father for living
out failed dreams of athletic stardom vicariously through him. Matt even
hates football after he witnesses his sadistic co-captain sexually assault a
rookie player at a preseason hazing (a brutal, graphic scene involving a
plastic bat). After initially going along with the team's cover-up of the
incident, Matt cooperates when an investigation is launched. Lipsyte
paints an ugly picture of a corrupt high-school athletics world ruled by
arrogance, homophobia, sexism, and a pathological obsession with
winning. Readers will feel Matt's pain as he struggles between turning his
back on his team and listening to his conscience. One of the story's
greatest tragedies is that Matt's decision to do the right thing seems so
completely against the grain (Booklist).
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Samurai Shortshop

By Alan Gratz

It is 1890, and 16-year-old Toyo Shimada is uniquely poised to witness
the clash of old and new ways in his native Tokyo. Emperor Meiji has
instituted a series of radical reforms; one of them requires that all samurai
hang up their swords. In the hypnotic opening scene, Toyo and his father
assist as his Uncle Koji commits ritual suicide or seppuku. Toyo's father,
Sotaro, is a scholarly samurai whose weapon has always been his ink
brush, but he too has decided that he cannot live in this new Japan. He
tells Toyo that once he has taught him the ways of bushido, or the
warrior's code, he, too, will take his own life. Meanwhile, Toyo begins his
studies at an elite high school where the hazing by the senior students
makes the first-year students miserable. Eventually, the teen and his
friends are able to stand up for themselves, and Toyo wins a place on the
school's besuboro or baseball team. His lessons in bushido include
meditation, balance, and swordplay, and Toyo finds in baseball a way to
make the connection between "both modern and ancient, mental and
physical." Gratz's concluding notes offer more on the period as well as



sources for more information. This well-written tale offers plenty of
fascinating detail, a fast-paced story, and a fresh perspective on
"America's pastime." It should delight baseball fans and win a wide
audience (School Library Journal).

By Gilbert Hernandez

Love and Rockets co-creator Hernandez takes a break from chronicling
the lives of the inhabitants of the Latin American village of Palomar and
their stateside relatives to create a brand-new set of characters. The title
of his book about them refers to troubled teen Miguel Serra, who reacts
to his broken home and the vapidity of suburban life by willing himself
into a coma. He emerges a year later, walking at a glacial pace that leads
other kids to tauntingly call him Sloth--which happens to be the name of
the rock band he had formed with girlfriend, Lita, and mutual friend
Romeo. When the three conduct a Blair Witch-like investigation of a lemon
orchard said to be haunted by an eerie Goatman who can inhabit the
bodies of his victims, they stumble onto the truth behind the urban
legend. Hernandez developed his Palomar cast over the course of two
decades, but in Sloth he has created a trio of vivid, sympathetic
characters and an equally convincing milieu right off the bat, as well as
sequences, particularly the nocturnal scenes in the mysterious orchard, as
pictorially gorgeous as anything he's ever drawn. Given his masterful
visual chops, that's saying something (Booklist).



SOLD

Sold
By Patricia McCormick

As this heartbreaking story opens, 13-year-old Lakshmi lives an ordinary
life in Nepal, going to school and thinking of the boy she is to marry. Then
her gambling-addicted stepfather sells her into prostitution in India.
Refusing to "be with men," she is beaten and starved until she gives in.
Written in free verse, the girl's first-person narration is horrifying and
difficult to read. "In between, men come./ They crush my bones with their
weight./ They split me open./ Then they disappear.” "l hurt./I am torn and
bleeding where the men have been." The spare, unadorned text matches
the barrenness of Lakshmi's new life. She is told that if she works off her
family's debt, she can leave, but she soon discovers that this is virtually
impossible. When a boy who runs errands for the girls and their clients
begins to teach her to read, she feels a bit more alive, remembering what
it feels like to be the "number one girl in class again." When an American
comes to the brothel to rescue girls, Lakshmi finally gets a sense of hope.
An author's note confirms what readers fear: thousands of girls, like
Lakshmi in this story, are sold into prostitution each year. Part of
McCormick's research for this novel involved interviewing women in Nepal
and India, and her depth of detail makes the characters believable and
their misery palpable. This important book was written in their honor
(School Library Journal).



St. Lucy@ Home for Girls Raised by Wolves: Stories

By Karen Russell

Russell's short stories, some of which have been published in the New
Yorker and other journals, have already generated widespread attention,
as has her youth: at 24, she's been included in New York magazine's list
of "25 under 25 to Watch." This unusual, haunting collection confirms
that the hype is well deserved. Like the individuals in Gina Oschner's
stories (People | Wanted to Be, 2005), Russell's characters are caught
between overlapping worlds--living and dead, primal and civilized, animal
and human--and the adolescent narrators are neither children nor adults.
Even the settings, the murky swamps and coasts of the Florida
Everglades, reinforce the sense of wild impermanence. In "Haunting
Olivia," two brothers spend their nights diving in search of their drowned
sister's ghost ("Then what? Do we Genie-in-the-bottle her?" one brother
asks). The title story, about the daughters of werewolves who are sent to
boarding school to learn human behavior, is unforgettable. Russell writes
even the smallest details with audacious, witty precision: an acne-plagued
kid's face is a "pituitary horror, a patchwork of runny sores and
sebaceous dips." And her scenes deftly balance mythology and the gleeful
absurdity of Monty Python with a darker urgency to acknowledge the
ancient, the infinite, and the inadequacies of being human: "Marooned in a
clumsy body . .. I'm an imposter, an imperfect monster," says a young
diver among silvery, streamlined fish. Original and ast onishing, joyful and
unsettling, these are stories that will stay with readers (Booklist).



Tale of Two Summers
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Tale of Two Summers
By Brian Sloan
For the first time in their history as best friends, Hal and Chuck will be
spending the summer apart: Chuck to attend a summer theater camp and
Hal to stay in their hometown of Wheaton, MD, and learn to drive. To
ensure contact throughout their separation, Chuck sets up a private blog
where the boys can post daily messages about their adventures (or lack
thereof), the text of which constitutes this witty novel. Sloan succeeds at
the dual voicing of the characters; from the first entries, the teens
distinct voices are clear. Much of their virtual conversation revolves
around their summer romantic prospects and their pursuit of emotionally
as well as physically meaningful relationships. This somewhat typical
premise is complicated by the fact that Hal is gay and has newly outed
himself to Chuck. As they compare their experiences, the boys are also
working together to define what Hal@ sexual identity means in the
context of their friendship. Many of their entries involve discussions of
the physiological dimensions of intimacy, such as when Chuck asks, Not to
be crude or anything, but exactly how does a gay guy lose his virginityBis
that actually possible? Hal@ answer is frank, explicit, and endearing.
Compared to Melvin Burgess@ Doing It (Holt, 2004), this novel is less
deliberately bawdy and more realistic, earthy, and even sweet. Like David
Levithan and Julie Ann Peters, Sloan is breaking ground among the greats
of gay-themed young adult fiction (School Library Journal).




Terrorist

By John Updike

Updike is never static; over the course of his long career, he has not only
mastered various literary forms but also tackled a wide variety of subjects
as material for his fiction. His new novel, swift, sinewy, and stylish,
represents another big leap. In the hands of a lesser writer, such a risky
topic and premise easily could have come across as presumptuous.
Ahmad, an 18-year-old high school student, is the son of an Irish
American mother and an Egyptian father. He has taken up the Islamic faith
of his father so completely that he is obsessed with distancing himself
from the unclean infidel, which is how he views the New Jersey
community in which he lives. The high-school guidance counselor, who
attempts to steer young Ahmad in a direction he feels is more suitable
and productive, is a compelling and oddly attractive supporting character,
who, as it turns out, plays a vital role in a deadly plot into which Ahmad
tumbles like the naive, easily manipulated adolescent he is. This marvelous
novel can be accurately labeled as a 9/ 11 novel, but it deserves also the
label of masterpiece for its carefully nuanced building up of the
psychology of those who traffic in terrorism. Timely and topical, poised
and passionate, it is a high mark in Updike's career (Booklist).



This Is All: The Pillow Book of Cordelia Kenn

By Aidan Chambers

With profound respect for readers, Chambers again stretches the YA
genre to its edges and beyond. As a future gift to her almost-born
daughter, Cordelia records the stormy, passionate story of her life from
age 15 to 20 in the form of Japanese "pillow books." She's a great fan of
Shakespeare and Dickinson; her own voice is philosophical and meaty,
cerebral and emotional. She intellectually chooses schoolmate Will as
partner for her "first sex" but falls head-over-heels in love with him, and
here lies the story's heart. Chambers makes Cordelia utterly frank about
sexual and biological details. Other arcs include Cordelia's enigmatic bond
with a teacher (never fully graspable), her musings about the roles of
poetry and piano in her life, and Will's passion for trees. Some reflections
are written directly after an event, others with years of perspective; it is
these years, not always identifiable, that render the piece a YA/ adult
crossover. Characters are intricate and sometimes infuriating, moments of
horror stunning and unforeshadowed. Ambitious, imperfect, challenging
and powerfully affecting (Kirkus Reviews).

BOHJALIAN

Trans-Sister

By Chris Bohjalian

What is the relationship between gender and sexuality? How do your
feelings about yourself as a man or woman affect your sexual
preferences? How important are your genitalia to your self-image?




Bohjalian explores these questions with honesty and compassion. Allison,
an elementary-school teacher, takes a film class and falls in love with
Dana, her professor. Dana feels the same way about Allison--but when he
reveals his plans to undergo a sex change operation, Allison is tormented
with questions. She loves Dana as a man--what if she isn't attracted to
Dana as a woman? Why should Dana's gender matter if Allison loves the
person inside the body? Once word gets out, outraged parents complain
that Allison's relationship with Dana is a moral danger to the children she
teaches, so that Allison risks losing not only Dana, but her job as well.
Provocative and insightful, this gender-bending novel will make readers
guestion what it means to be a man or a woman, and how strongly these
identities are influenced by biological and cultural pressures (Booklist).

Wide Awake

By David Levithan

In Boy Meets Boy (2003), Levithan created a town where being gay is no
big thing. In his latest, he imagines a future America--after the Reign of
Fear, after the Greater Depression, the War to End All Wars, the Jesus
Revolution, and the Prada Riots. Living in this not quite but almost
believable America are Duncan and his boyfriend, Jimmy, who start out
the book rejoicing that Abe Stein, both gay and Jewish, has been elected
president. Unsurprisingly, however, the governor of Kansas demands a
recount, causing both Stein supporters and Stein haters to travel en
masse to Kansas. Into this politically charged atmosphere go Duncan and
Jimmy, who experience what proves to be a life-changing journey for
them and their country. Levithan is best when he's focused on the two
nuanced teenagers. Duncan's first-person narration--vulnerable, insecure,
caring--absolutely sings, and his relationship with the outspoken Jimmy
has all the awkwardness and intensity of first love. Clearly responding to
current politics, Levithan's vision of the future occasionally dips into
heavy-handed moralizing, but politics are so well integrated and thought-
provoking that those moments are forgivable. As much about love as
about politics, Levithan's latest reaches out to shake readers awake,



showing them how each person's life touches another, and another, until
ultimately history is made (Booklist).
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Winter®@ Bone

By Daniel Woodrell

In the poverty-stricken hills of the Ozarks, Rees Dolly, 17, struggles daily
to care for her two brothers and an ill mother. When she learns that her
absent father, a meth addict, has put up the family home as bond, she
embarks on a dangerous search to find him and bring him home for an
upcoming court date. Her relatives, many of whom are in the business of
"cooking crank," thwart her at every turn, but her fight to save the family
finally succeeds. Rees is by turns tough and tender. She teaches her
brothers how to shoot a shotgun, and even box, the way her father had
taught her. Her hope is "t hat these boys would not be dead to wonder by
age twelve, dulled to life, empty of kindness, boiling with mean." A male
friend feeds her hallucinogenic mushrooms and then assaults her. But, like
Mattie Ross in Charles Portis's True Grit (Penguin, 1995), Rees beats the
odds with spunk and courage. In spare but evocative prose, Woodrell
depicts a harsh world in which the responsibilities for survival ultimately
give Rees meaning and direction. He depicts the landscape, people, and
dialects with stunning realism. A compelling testament to how people
survive in the worst of circumstances (School Library Journal).




