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An Abundance of  Kat herines 
By John Green 
Green follows his Print z-winning Looking for Alaska (2005) wit h anot her 
sharp, int elligent  st ory, t his one full of  mat hemat ical problems, hist orical 
references, word puzzles, and foot not es. Colin Singlet on believes he is a 
washed-up child prodigy. A graduat ing valedict orian wit h a t alent  for 
creat ing anagrams, he fears he' ll never do anyt hing t o classify him as a 
genius. To make mat t ers worse, he has just  been dumped by his most  
recent  girlf riend (all of  t hem have been named Kat herine) , and he's 
inconsolable. What  bet t er t ime for a road t rip! He and his buddy Hassan 
load up t he gray Olds (Sat an's Hearse)  and leave Chicago. They make it  as 
far as Gut shot , Tennessee, where t hey st op t o t our t he gravesit e of  
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and meet  a girl who isn' t  named Kat herine. It 's 
t his girl, Lindsey, who helps Colin work on a mat hemat ical t heorem t o 
predict  t he durat ion of  romant ic relat ionships. The laugh-out -loud humor 
ranges f rom delight fully sophomoric t o subt ly int ellect ual, and t he boys'  
sarcast ic repart ee will help readers navigat e t he slower part s of  t he st ory, 
which involve local hist ory int erviews. The idea behind t he book is t hat  
everyone's st ory count s, and what  Colin's cont ribut es t o t he world, no 
mat t er how small it  may seem t o him, will, indeed, mat t er. An appendix 
explaining t he complex mat h is "f ant ast ic," or as t he anagrammat ically 
inclined Green might  have it , it 's enough t o make "c at s faint ." (Booklist ) . 
 



 
ArmageddonÕs Children 
By Terry Brooks 
Fans of  Brooks, best  known for his "Shannara" series (Del Rey) , will be 
delight ed by t his novel. Set  on Eart h some 80 years f rom now, it  is t he 
f irst  volume in an unt it led pre-Shannara series t hat  cont inues t he st ory of  
t he aut hor's "W ord/ Void" t rilogy (Del Rey) . The Eart h has been ravished 
by ecological disast ers and demons, and once-men and horrible mut at ed 
monst ers roam t he planet . Any remaining humans are holed up in 
fort resses, except  for t he out cast s and t he unwant ed st reet  children, 
including a group called t he Ghost s, who have formed t ribes t o survive. 
Logan Tom and Angel Peres, who are Knight s of  t he Word, have been 
recruit ed by The Lady t o save and prot ect  t he gypsy morph, t he of fspring 
of  Nest  Freegard, previously feat ured in t he t rilogy. Brooks has an easy 
and f luid st yle; he makes a complicat ed plot  less dif f icult  t o underst and. 
Teens new t o his work will love t his int roduct ion t o his best -selling 
fant asies. And t here are enough charact ers (and some surprises)  f rom t he 
ot her books t o make any fan happy. Be warned, however, t hat  t he ending 
is lit erally a clif f -hanger, and readers may f ind it  dif f icult  t o wait  pat ient ly 
for t he next  volume of  t his sure-t o-be popular series (School Library 
Journal) . 
 

 
Body Movers 
By St ephanie Bond 
Carlot t a Wren's pampered life as t he daught er of  wealt hy, dot ing parent s 
ends abrupt ly when said parent s commit  a whit e-collar crime and leave 



t he count ry t o avoid prosecut ion. Carlot t a is lef t  wit h Wesley, her bright  
but  t rouble-prone brot her. Working as a salesclerk in At lant a's Neiman 
Marcus st ore, Carlot t a endures t he cat t y comment s of  former "f riends" 
such as Angela Ashford, t he woman who married Carlot t a's f iancŽ when 
he broke up wit h her af t er t he scandal wit h her parent s. Now Wesley has 
become a gambling addict . When Carlot t a makes him get  a job, she never 
dreamed t hat  Wesley would become a body mover--someone who 
removes corpses f rom nursing homes, hospit als, and crime scenes--and 
t hat  one of  his f irst  assignment s would be t o pick up a very dead Angela 
Ashford. Det ect ive Jack Terry, who st ill hasn' t  given up on solving 
Carlot t a and Wesley's parent s'  case, is convinced t hat  Carlot t a killed 
Angela, and he f inds his at t ract ion t o her deeply annoying. A popular 
romant ic suspense aut hor, Bond has successfully swit ched t o t he crime 
genre, bringing along her t rademark humor and panache. Wat ch for fut ure 
t it les in t he Body Movers series (Booklist ) . 
 

 
Book of  Sket ches, 1952-57 
By Jack Kerouac 
Int roduct ion by George Condo 
Kerouac admirers know of  t he legendary wr it er's habit  of  carrying a small 
not ebook in his shirt  pocket  t o jot  down his impressions. But  it  is not  
common knowledge t hat  t his peripat et ic observer t yped up t he cont ent s 
of  t he journals he f illed f rom mid-1952 t hrough 1954 t o creat e a 
manuscript  he t it led Book of  Sket ches. This collect ion of  in-t he-moment  
jot t ings, t he lit erary equivalent  of  rapidly execut ed drawings, is now 
published for t he f irst  t ime. Whit manesque in his embrace of  life, paint erly 
in his det ails, and ent hralled by t he t ext ure of  language, Kerouac 
describes t he "l ongroar of  sea," hit chhiking in Nort h Carolina, and f inding 
himself  naked among t rees in Mexico, suf fering "t he t errible benzedrine /  
depression af t er big /  night  of  drinking." He remembers "c hildhood 
dreams," wishes for a woman, marvels over t he unexpect ed beaut y of  a 
Denver barbershop, and f ret s over "TV  st upidit ies" and "A mericans /  who 



only t hink in /  t erms of  paranoia & oil." Rest less, recept ive, and hungry 
for divinit y, Kerouac cont inues t o feed our collect ive imaginat ion in yet  
anot her t reasure f rom his precious archives (Booklist ) . 
 

 
The Boy Det ect ive Fails 
By Joe Meno 
Following up on his coming-of -age t ale, Hairst yles of  t he Damned 
(Akashic, 2004), Meno has creat ed a wry and somewhat  surreal novel 
chronicling t he advent ures of  Billy Argo, boy det ect ive. Given a True-Life 
Junior Det ect ive Kit  by a relat ive, he becomes a local celebrit y when he 
solves a st ring of  crimes of  a t ype unfamiliar t o most  myst ery-book 
heroes. The st ory t urns even darker when Billy suf fers a breakdown 
following t he suicide of  his younger sist er and fellow crime solver. By 
t urns comic and st range, t he novel follows Billy t hrough his t ravails in t he 
f ict it ious cit y of  Got ham, NJ. Teens will gravit at e t o t he weirdness of  t his 
place where cit y buses, wax museums, school yards, small headless 
animals, and evildoers wit h missing body part s abound. Billy's dreamy 
encount ers challenge his courage and inadvert ent ly bring resolut ion t o t he 
myst ery of  his sist er's deat h. The charact ers along t he way are 
memorable and t he bizarreness builds t hroughout . Readers'  appet it e for 
solving puzzles also increases as clues are dropped t o help Billy in solving 
t he big puzzle of  t he unknown. Always a challenge for adult s, young or 
old, Meno is a t alent  wort h following (School Library Journal) . 



 

 
Brot hers 
By Da Chen 
Teens looking for a grand saga in which t o lose t hemselves will appreciat e 
t his one set  in lat e-20t h-cent ury China. General Long, well-respect ed by 
Chairman Mao, has t wo sons. Tan is born t o his wife, and int o a life of  
privilege; Shent o is born t o a rural mount ain woman who commit s suicide 
at  his birt h. This child's life is full of  depravat ion and cruelt y, especially 
during his t ime in an orphanage. As t he boys mat ure, Shent o learns t he 
ident it y of  his fat her, but  when he is reject ed, he vows revenge. As t he 
boys grow up, t heir pat hs cross, alt hough somet imes unknowingly. Shent o 
t rains as an assassin and during t he Cult ural Revolut ion he kills Tan's 
t eacher. Shent o is t he f irst  t o meet  Sumi and fall in love wit h her. Lat er, 
believing Shent o is dead, she falls in love wit h Tan. Despit e it s sprawling 
nat ure, t he novel is fast -paced, wit h chapt ers alt ernat ing among t he 
charact ers, t hus elicit ing bot h sympat hy and ant ipat hy for each brot her 
as he meet s life's challenges. As in Dickens, t he numerous coincidences 
do not  det ract  f rom t he t ale, but  inst ead infuse it  wit h a sense of  
inevit abilit y. This st ory of  revenge, advent ure, and an explosive love 
t riangle sat isf ies a t ast e for hist orical f ict ion as well as for a family saga 
(School Library Journal) . 



 

 
Calamit y Jayne Rides Again 
By Kat hleen Bacus 
Tressa "Calamit y Jayne" Turner, who bungled her way int o t he role of  
amat eur det ect ive, is back, and so is her main squeeze and sparring 
part ner, hunky "Ranger Rick" Townsend. Tressa's Uncle Frank has opened 
his sof t -f rozen ice-cream boot h at  t he Iowa St at e Fair, and as always, 
members of  t he family have been recruit ed t o work t he concession st and, 
including Tressa. But  t his year t hings go t erribly wrong. It ' s bad enough 
t hat  someone is sabot aging Uncle Frank's f rozen delight s wit h such t hings 
as an army of  cockroaches, but  t hings really t ake a t urn for t he worse 
when Tressa's cousin Frankie disappears. Tressa's ent ire, albeit  meager, 
st ore of  sleut hing skills comes int o play as she t ries t o solve t hese 
unexpect ed myst eries. Bacus provides lot s of  small-t own fun wit h t his 
lovable, fair-haired klut z and lively st ory, liberally salt ed wit h dumb-blond 
jokes. Alt hough t his t ale works well as a st and-alone, it 's even bet t er 
paired wit h t he hilarious f irst  book of  t he series, Calamit y Jayne (2006), 
and more t it les are on t he way (Booklist ) . 
 

 
Dead Connect ion 
By Charlie Price 
Teenage loner Murray Kiefer has found comfort  and companionship by 
"v isit ing wit h" t he dead in his local cemet ery. Schoolmat e Pearl is more 
out going and conf ident ; she lives wit h her widowed fat her, t he caret aker 
of  t he cemet ery. A t hird t een, cheerleader Nikki Parker, has disappeared, 



and everyone speculat es about  whet her she' ll be found alive. Price 
weaves t he st ories of  t hese charact ers-and t hose of  a drunken cop, a 
t rust ing and loyal fat her, and a jaded but  smart  det ect ive-int o a murder 
myst ery wit h compelling psychological and spirit ual overt ones. Neit her 
Pearl nor Murray is int erest ed in bef riending t he ot her but  event ually a 
relat ionship develops. How long it  will t ake t he good cop t o cat ch up wit h 
t he bad one-and just  how "b ad" t he lat t er might  be-keeps t he t ension 
high. The cemet ery set t ing and Murray's sensit ivit y t o t he dead aren' t  
ghoulish, nor are t hese det ails played for laughs. At  t he same t ime, t he 
t een's social awkwardness elicit s sympat hy in readers. He is simply who 
he is and is able t o know just  a lit t le somet hing about  which ot hers seem 
less aware, while being in t he dark about  t hings t hat  his peers t ake for 
grant ed. Pearl is st rong and event ually admirable as she gains respect  for 
Murray. The degradat ion of  t he drunken cop adds a grit t y edge t o a st ory 
where most  (but  not  all)  of  t he violence t akes place of fst age. This will be 
an easy sell t o myst ery readers, and will have lot s of  appeal t o t hose 
familiar wit h t hat  genre only t hrough t elevision or movies (School Library 
Journal) . 
 

 
Empire 
By Orson Scot t  Card 
Some video-game developers asked Card t o wr it e a scenario for "a n 
ent ert ainment  f ranchise . . . about  a near-fut ure American civil war." They 
came t o t he right  man and held of f  on releasing t he game unt il he 
complet ed t his relent less t hriller, which couldn' t  be t imelier and is, for all 
it s hyperact ivit y and f lip, Hollywoodish one-liners, heart felt  and sobering. 
It s heroes are t wo special-ops army of f icers who keep t heir oat hs t o 
defend t he U.S. against  all enemies when far t oo many of  t heir ost ensible 
colleagues have decided t o abandon t heirs. A rocket  hit s t he west  wing of  
t he Whit e House, killing t he president , vice-president , and secret ary of  
defense. While t hose direct ly responsible are Arabs, t he next  day, 14-
foot -t all, bullet proof , armed globes on mechanical legs, backed by 



shoot ers on individual hovercraf t , seize New York Cit y by killing anyone in 
uniform. None of  t he new at t ackers looks anyt hing ot her t han American. 
A "Progressive Rest orat ion" administ rat ion is est ablished in t he cit y, and 
it  encourages ot her cit ies and st at es t o join it  t o rest ore government  as it  
should have been but  for t he st olen elect ions of  2000 and 2004. 
Int riguing plot  wrinkles come fore and af t  of  t hose basic development s, 
t here are many def t ly shaped support ing players, and major shocks 
explode in a split  second (no St ephen King slo-mo for Card!) . Moreover, all 
t he act ion doesn' t  obscure t he aut hor's message about  t he dangers of  
ext reme polit ical polarizat ion and t he need t o reassert  moderat ion and 
mut ual cit izenship; indeed, it  drives it  home (Booklist ) . 
 

 
The Fight er 
By Jean-Jacques Greif  
Following his emigrat ion f rom Warsaw t o Paris in 1929, at  age 14, Moshe 
adopt s t he French name Maurice. Wit hin six years, he est ablishes a new 
life wit h a job, wife, and child in a cit y displaying less ant i-Semit ism t han 
t he cit y of  his childhood. But  his world is about  t o change again when t he 
Nazis overt ake Paris and he is deport ed, f irst  t o a work camp and t hen t o 
Auschwit z. Moshe draws st rengt h and emot ional perseverance f rom his 
amat eur-boxing hobby, using his skills and t echniques t o out smart  or even 
wit hst and t he brut al beat ings and long hours of  hard labor wit h minimal 
nourishment . Told in f irst  person, t his novel is a day-by-day account , wit h 
graphically det ailed descript ions of  t he cruelt y and inhumanit y creat ed in 
a prison/ slave environment  wit h it s own hierarchy pit t ing st ronger Jews 
and ot her prisoners against  weaker ones and overseen by merciless 
German commandos. Ult imat ely, t he adage of  "s urvival of  t he f it t est " is 
clearly displayed here as Moshe's st ory, based on a real survivor's 
experience, is delineat ed, ironically negat ing Hit ler's Final Solut ion. In t he 
end, however, Greif  reminds readers t hat  one not  only needed emot ional 
and physical st rengt h but  also a whole lot  of  luck and cleverness t o be 



able t o resist  and emerge f rom t he t ort urous night mare of  t he camps. 
Tough, realist ic reading wit h some raw language (School Library Journal) . 
 

 
Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic 
By Alison Bechdel 
This is a fat her and daught er st ory. Bechdel's mot her and t wo brot hers 
are in it , of  course, but  Bruce Bechdel had t he biggest  impact  on his 
eldest  child and so is nat urally t he ot her main charact er in her 
aut obiographical graphic novel. Emot ionally and physically reserved, t o 
t he point  of  brusqueness, he busied himself  rest oring--and t hen some--t he 
Vict orian-era house he bought  for t he family in t he Pennsylvania t own in 
which he was born and lived virt ually all his 44 years. He enlist ed t he kids 
for never-ending int erior and ext erior modif icat ions of  t he place in what  
obviously was his major creat ive out let . For a living, he t aught  t welf t h-
grade English and ran t he small undert aking business t hat  occupied part  
of  his parent s'  house and t hat  t he kids called t he fun home. Bechdel 
doesn' t  even hint  about  how ironic she and her brot hers meant  t o be, 
because she is a narrat ive art ist , not  a moralist  or comedian, in t his book 
and because she has a great er, real-life irony t o consider. Af t er disclosing 
her lesbianism in a let t er home f rom college, her mot her replied t hat  her 
fat her was homosexual, t oo. Alison suddenly underst ood his legal t rouble 
over buying a beer for a t eenage boy, all t he t een male "h elpers" he had 
around t he house, and his solo out ings during family vacat ions t o New 
York. Bechdel's long-running Dykes t o Wat ch Out  For is arguably t he best  
comic st rip going, and Fun Home is one of  t he very best  graphic novels 
ever (Booklist ) . 
 



 
InŽs of  My Soul 
By Isabel Allende 
Fict ion about  t he conquist ador experience in t he New World (alt hough a 
long list  does not  immediat ely come t o mind)  nevert heless can' t  possibly 
get  bet t er t han Allende's t reat ment  of  t he subject  in her lat est  novel, 
which is based on t he life of  a real hist orical charact er. InŽs Suarez was 
born in golden-age Spain; she t raveled t o t hat  glit t ering count ry's Sout h 
American empire in search of  her husband, who previously had pulled up 
st akes and booked passage t here in search of  riches. In t he novel's real 
t ime, Ines is 70 years old in t he year 1580, and she put s st if f ly held pen 
t o paper t o compose her memoirs, recording for post erit y t he event s of  
quit e an ext raordinary life. Once in t he New World, af t er learning her 
husband had died, Ines, wit h her innat e smart s and fort it ude, t akes up 
wit h a man (one of  Francisco Pizarro's former of f icers)  who not  only 
knocks her socks of f  (or what ever t he equivalent  of  such an art icle of  
clot hing was back in t hose days)  but  who also, t oget her wit h her, 
proceeds t o build t he cit y of  Sant iago and forge t he nat ion of  Chile. 
Allende's novel broadens and deepens int o a richly drawn depict ion of  t he 
harshness of  New World colonial life. She is an exquisit e handler of  
hist orical det ail, always conscious of  keeping her st ory line above sinking 
beneat h t he part iculars (Booklist ) . 



 

 
Labyrint h 
By Kat e Mosse 
Mosse's epic advent ure weaves t oget her t he present  and t he past  in an 
ent ert aining Grail-quest  t ale. In t he present , Alice Tanner, a volunt eer at  a 
French archaeological excavat ion, st umbles across t he skelet al remains of  
t wo people in a cave, as well as a ring wit h an int ricat e labyrint h engraved 
on it . Her discovery at t ract s t he at t ent ion of  t wo unsavory f igures: Paul 
Aut hie, a sinist er police inspect or, and Marie-Ceile de l'Oradore, a wealt hy, 
powerful woman. When t he ring t hat  Alice discovered and t he f riend t hat  
invit ed her out  on t he dig bot h disappear, Alice begins t o fear for her 
safet y. Int erlinked wit h Alice's st ory is t hat  of  17-year-old Alais, newly 
married t o a handsome chevalier and living in t hirt eent h-cent ury 
Carcassonne. The t hreat  of  French invasion grows every day, but  Alais 
and her fat her are more concerned wit h prot ect ing t hree sacred books 
t hat  reveal t he secret  of  t he Grail. The Crusaders want  t he books, but  t wo 
people much closer t o home are working against  Alais and her fat her, 
desirous of  t he promise of  et ernal life t hat  t he Grail of fers. Alt hough t he 
novel cont ains lulls in places, t he medieval st ory is excit ing. Expect  
demand (Booklist ) . 
 

 
The Long Run 
By Leo Furey 
This winning f irst  novel is set  during t he 1960s at  a Newfoundland 
orphanage for boys run by t he Christ ian Brot hers. There's never enough 



food, t he dorms are always f reezing, and t he discipline is harsh, but  Aidan 
Carmichael and his band of  cohort s, known as t he Dare Klub, combat  t he 
grim at mosphere wit h t heir own brand of  anarchy. Led by t he st reet -
smart  Blackie, t he boys st eal wine f rom t he sacrist y and bread f rom t he 
bakery, give each ot her t ips on dealing wit h girls and manipulat ing t heir 
t eachers, and, most  import ant ly, help each ot her endure "t he spells," 
when feelings of  loneliness t hreat en t o overwhelm. In t heir most  
exhilarat ing scheme, t hey band t oget her t o t rain in t he dead of  night  for 
an annual marat hon. Furey keeps t he humor f lowing, making t he most  of  
Brot her McCann's f requent ly incoherent  monologues and dialogues, when, 
in bet ween administ ering vicious whacks t o his st udent s, he at t empt s t o 
explain t he f iner point s of  Cat holic t heology via convolut ed baseball 
met aphors and perplexing essay t opics ( "W hat  If  Jesus Were Japanese?") . 
Most  af fect ingly, wit hin t he boys'  small but  fearless act s of  rebellion, 
Furey encapsulat es t he life-af f irming resilience of  yout h (Booklist ) . 
 

 
The LovinÕ Kind: A Morgan Family Romance 
By Nancy J. Parra 
Bet h Morgan doesn' t  need t o be t old t hat  she is t he pret t iest  woman in 
Bolt onville, Wisconsin--she already knows it . As she walks down t he aisle 
t o marry Eric Slausser, visions of  herself  bloat ed, pregnant , and not -so-
beaut iful come t o mind, and she bolt s. She decides t o go st ay wit h her 
brot her in Wyoming. Her fat her agrees wit h her plan but  insist s t hat  she 
t ravel wit h t he man he t rust s more t han anyone else in t he world, 
grudgingly wealt hy Quaid Blair. Quaid is t aking his prize horses up t he t rail 
and is ext remely reluct ant  t o t ake t he spoiled beaut y wit h him. He vows 
t o himself  t hat  he' ll make t he journey so dif f icult , Bet h will give up. 
Surprisingly, Bet h's f ragile, feminine looks belie a st rong, det ermined, 
capable woman. Thrilled t o f inally be wit h a man who doesn' t  t reat  her like 
f ine porcelain, Bet h rises t o every challenge. In t he t hird book in t he 
Morgan Family Romance series (The Marryin'  Kind, 2005; The Bet t in'  Kind, 
2005), Parra cont inues t o creat e marvelously gut sy heroines--complex 



charact ers who aren' t  what  t he rest  of  t he world t hinks t hey are 
(Booklist ) . 
 

 
Nat ural Select ion 
By Dave Freedman 
This debut  novel changes before your very eyes. It  begins as an 
implausible rif f  on Jurassic Park, wit h carnivorous rays ( t hose big, f lat  sea 
creat ures)  st anding in for t he dinosaurs. But  somewhere along t he way, 
somet hing remarkable happens t o t he st ory: you st art  believing it . Is it  
t he aut hor's ent husiasm, or his charact ers, or his research? What ever t he 
reason, t here comes a moment  when you feel t he f irst  t winge of  fear, and 
t hen you realize t hat  you' re buying int o t his st ory of  giant , prehist oric 
rays t hat  have learned t o f ly (yes, f ly, in t he air)  and are now hunt ing on 
land. Some of  t he imagery--shapes swooping out  of  t he blackness, rays as 
big as hang gliders hovering in midair--evoke a visceral t error in t he 
reader. And t he prot agonist s, a research crew st ruggling t o f igure out  
what  t hese creat ures are--and t hen running for t heir lives f rom t hem--are 
a likable bunch. Okay, so bit s of  t he st ory are a lit t le shopworn, like t he 
f inancially st rapped t heme-park owner who sends t he crew of  plucky 
young scient ist s out  t o f ind t he creat ures, but  in t he end, t his hardly 
mat t ers. Like all t he best  horror aut hors, Freedman t akes his st ory well 
beyond t he safet y of  camp; by making it  believable, he makes it  genuinely 
t errif ying--and when t hat  happens, large audiences follow. Don' t  be 
surprised if  giant  f lying f ish are t he t alk of  t he summer. Keep wat ching 
t he skies(Booklist ) . 
 



 
Ocean 
By Warren Ellis, Chris Sprouse, Karl St ory 
Ellis t ells t he st ory of  an imminent  encount er wit h a grim past . One 
hundred years in t he fut ure, UN Weapons Inspect or Nat han Kane is sent  
on a t op-secret  mission t o a space st at ion orbit ing Europa. The scient if ic 
crew working t here has discovered ancient  casket s f loat ing in t he 
massive, ice-covered ocean of  t hat  moon. Inside t he cof f ins are members 
of  a violent  and ancient  race of  beings t he ancest ors of  humankind who 
have been f loat ing in st asis for millions of  years, wait ing t o be discovered. 
But  t o what  purpose? And what  of  t he huge slumbering mechanical device 
point ed at  Eart h? And why is t he int erplanet ary t echnology corporat ion 
DOORS so int erest ed? Wit h cinemat ic illust rat ions, Ellis's st ory rises above 
cookie-cut t er sci-f i devices and t ouches on modern issues f rom racism t o 
weapons of  mass dest ruct ion. This book is everyt hing a graphic novel 
should be t ight ly plot t ed wit h memorable charact ers, vibrant ly illust rat ed, 
and a smart  st ory t hat  cont ains all t he best  element s of  bot h speculat ive 
f ict ion and social comment ary. For readers who have had enough of  
moody superheroes, t iny manga warriors wit h huge swords, and whining 
post -modern aut obiographies, Ocean will be a perfect  and sat isfying read 
(School Library Journal) . 



 
 

 
 
Proof : A Play 
By David Auburn 
Twent y-f ive-year-old Cat herine, who sacrif iced college t o care for her 
ment ally ill fat her (once a brilliant , much-admired mat hemat ician) , is lef t  in 
a kind of  limbo af t er his deat h. Socially awkward and a bit  of  a shut -in, she 
is gruf f  wit h Hal, a former st udent  who shows up even before t he funeral 
want ing t o root  t hrough t he count less not ebooks her fat her kept  in t he 
years of  his decline, hoping t o f ind mat hemat ical gold. On t he heels of  his 
arrival comes Claire, Cat herine's cosmopolit an, blandly successful, and 
pushy sist er, wit h plans t o sell t heir fat her's house and t ake Cat herine 
(whom she's convinced has inherit ed a t ouch of  t heir fat her's illness)  wit h 
her back t o New York. Cat herine does not  want  t o leave, and t hings 
become more complicat ed as she and Hal t ent at ively begin t o develop a 
relat ionship. She gives him t he key t o a drawer in her fat her's desk, where 
t he "g old" wait s-in t he form of  a not ebook f illed wit h t he most  original 
and ast onishing mat hemat ical proof  Hal has seen in years. Thrilled, he 
want s t o t ake immediat e st eps t o have t he proof  published in her fat her's 
name, unt il Cat herine shocks bot h him and Claire by declaring t hat  she is 
it s aut hor. Hal's harsh incredulit y pushes Cat herine int o an indif ferent  
funk, sorely disappoint ed by t he insult  of  having t o prove her honest y t o 
a f riend she had t rust ed. There is much t o appeal t o YAs in t his Pulit zer 
Prize- and Tony Award-winning play, which crackles wit h subt le wit  while 
t ackling large quest ions (School Library Journal) . 
 



 
Psyche in a Dress 
By Francesca Lia Block 
If  t he Greek gods lived t oday, would Psyche be a f ilm st ar, compelled by 
her fat her t o act  however he direct ed her? Would Hades have been 
abused by his parent s? Would Aphrodit e own a dress shop selling clot hing 
made of  pet als and but t erf ly wings? Would Orpheus be a rock musician 
who hides his t alent  by working as a bart ender unt il af t er hours, when he 
plays for st rippers? It  is Block's genius t o cast  t he gods wit h all t heir 
beaut y and horror, manipulat iveness and self -dest ruct iveness, cruelt y and 
t enderness int o a modern societ y t hat  feels a lot  like California. This novel 
in verse, which begins wit h Psyche's (somet imes graphically described)  
af fair wit h Eros, spirals down t hrough Hades, and f lows up again t o Joy, 
will hook readers wit h it s vivid imagery and t he immediacy of  it s 
emot ions. It  may also send t hem hunt ing for Bulf inch's Myt hology 
(Random, 1998) t o learn more about  t he sources of  t he st ories. Rivet ing 
and brilliant , t his is a must  for most  YA collect ions (School Library 
Journal) . 
 

 
Raiders Night  
By Robert  Lipsyt e 
This grim, dist urbing st ory about  high-school foot ball cent ers on Mat t , 
who is a co-capt ain of  t he Nearmont  Raiders. Wit h Division One schools 
aggressively recruit ing him, Mat t 's fut ure looks assured. His present , 
however, is a night mare. Addict ed t o Vicodin and "j uice," t he regular 
shot s of  st eroids he receives wit h t he support  of  his fat her, Mat t  rides a 



nonst op emot ional roller coast er: he hat es himself  for feeling embarrassed 
by his development ally disabled brot her, and he hat es his fat her for living 
out  failed dreams of  at hlet ic st ardom vicariously t hrough him. Mat t  even 
hat es foot ball af t er he wit nesses his sadist ic co-capt ain sexually assault  a 
rookie player at  a preseason hazing (a brut al, graphic scene involving a 
plast ic bat ) . Af t er init ially going along wit h t he t eam's cover-up of  t he 
incident , Mat t  cooperat es when an invest igat ion is launched. Lipsyt e 
paint s an ugly pict ure of  a corrupt  high-school at hlet ics world ruled by 
arrogance, homophobia, sexism, and a pat hological obsession wit h 
winning. Readers will feel Mat t 's pain as he st ruggles bet ween t urning his 
back on his t eam and list ening t o his conscience. One of  t he st ory's 
great est  t ragedies is t hat  Mat t 's decision t o do t he right  t hing seems so 
complet ely against  t he grain (Booklist ) . 
 

 
Samurai Short shop 
By Alan Grat z 
It  is 1890, and 16-year-old Toyo Shimada is uniquely poised t o wit ness 
t he clash of  old and new ways in his nat ive Tokyo. Emperor Meiji has 
inst it ut ed a series of  radical reforms; one of  t hem requires t hat  all samurai 
hang up t heir swords. In t he hypnot ic opening scene, Toyo and his fat her 
assist  as his Uncle Koji commit s rit ual suicide or seppuku. Toyo's fat her, 
Sot aro, is a scholarly samurai whose weapon has always been his ink 
brush, but  he t oo has decided t hat  he cannot  live in t his new Japan. He 
t ells Toyo t hat  once he has t aught  him t he ways of  bushido, or t he 
warrior's code, he, t oo, will t ake his own life. Meanwhile, Toyo begins his 
st udies at  an elit e high school where t he hazing by t he senior st udent s 
makes t he f irst -year st udent s miserable. Event ually, t he t een and his 
f riends are able t o st and up for t hemselves, and Toyo wins a place on t he 
school's besuboro or baseball t eam. His lessons in bushido include 
medit at ion, balance, and swordplay, and Toyo f inds in baseball a way t o 
make t he connect ion bet ween "b ot h modern and ancient , ment al and 
physical." Grat z's concluding not es of fer more on t he period as well as 



sources for more informat ion. This well-wr it t en t ale of fers plent y of  
fascinat ing det ail, a fast -paced st ory, and a f resh perspect ive on 
"A merica's past ime." It  should delight  baseball fans and win a wide 
audience (School Library Journal) . 
 

 
Slot h 
By Gilbert  Hernandez 
Love and Rocket s co-creat or Hernandez t akes a break f rom chronicling 
t he lives of  t he inhabit ant s of  t he Lat in American village of  Palomar and 
t heir st at eside relat ives t o creat e a brand-new set  of  charact ers. The t it le 
of  his book about  t hem refers t o t roubled t een Miguel Serra, who react s 
t o his broken home and t he vapidit y of  suburban life by willing himself  
int o a coma. He emerges a year lat er, walking at  a glacial pace t hat  leads 
ot her kids t o t aunt ingly call him Slot h--which happens t o be t he name of  
t he rock band he had formed wit h girlf riend, Lit a, and mut ual f riend 
Romeo. When t he t hree conduct  a Blair Wit ch-like invest igat ion of  a lemon 
orchard said t o be haunt ed by an eerie Goat man who can inhabit  t he 
bodies of  his vict ims, t hey st umble ont o t he t rut h behind t he urban 
legend. Hernandez developed his Palomar cast  over t he course of  t wo 
decades, but  in Slot h he has creat ed a t rio of  vivid, sympat het ic 
charact ers and an equally convincing milieu right  of f  t he bat , as well as 
sequences, part icularly t he noct urnal scenes in t he myst erious orchard, as 
pict orially gorgeous as anyt hing he's ever drawn. Given his mast erful 
visual chops, t hat 's saying somet hing (Booklist ) . 



 

 
Sold 
By Pat ricia McCormick 
As t his heart breaking st ory opens, 13-year-old Lakshmi lives an ordinary 
life in Nepal, going t o school and t hinking of  t he boy she is t o marry. Then 
her gambling-addict ed st epfat her sells her int o prost it ut ion in India. 
Refusing t o "b e wit h men," she is beat en and st arved unt il she gives in. 
Writ t en in f ree verse, t he girl's f irst -person narrat ion is horrif ying and 
dif f icult  t o read. "In bet ween, men come./ They crush my bones wit h t heir 
weight ./ They split  me open./ Then t hey disappear." "I  hurt ./ I am t orn and 
bleeding where t he men have been." The spare, unadorned t ext  mat ches 
t he barrenness of  Lakshmi's new life. She is t old t hat  if  she works of f  her 
family's debt , she can leave, but  she soon discovers t hat  t his is virt ually 
impossible. When a boy who runs errands for t he girls and t heir client s 
begins t o t each her t o read, she feels a bit  more alive, remembering what  
it  feels like t o be t he "n umber one girl in class again." When an American 
comes t o t he brot hel t o rescue girls, Lakshmi f inally get s a sense of  hope. 
An aut hor's not e conf irms what  readers fear: t housands of  girls, like 
Lakshmi in t his st ory, are sold int o prost it ut ion each year. Part  of  
McCormick' s research for t his novel involved int erviewing women in Nepal 
and India, and her dept h of  det ail makes t he charact ers believable and 
t heir misery palpable. This import ant  book was wr it t en in t heir honor 
(School Library Journal) . 



 
St . LucyÕs Home for Girls Raised by Wolves: St ories 
By Karen Russell 
Russell's short  st ories, some of  which have been published in t he New 
Yorker and ot her journals, have already generat ed widespread at t ent ion, 
as has her yout h: at  24, she's been included in New York magazine's list  
of  "2 5 under 25 t o Wat ch." This unusual, haunt ing collect ion conf irms 
t hat  t he hype is well deserved. Like t he individuals in Gina Oschner's 
st ories (People I Want ed t o Be, 2005), Russell's charact ers are caught  
bet ween overlapping worlds--living and dead, primal and civilized, animal 
and human--and t he adolescent  narrat ors are neit her children nor adult s. 
Even t he set t ings, t he murky swamps and coast s of  t he Florida 
Everglades, reinforce t he sense of  wild impermanence. In "Haunt ing 
Olivia," t wo brot hers spend t heir night s diving in search of  t heir drowned 
sist er's ghost  ( "Th en what ? Do we Genie-in-t he-bot t le her?" one brot her 
asks) . The t it le st ory, about  t he daught ers of  werewolves who are sent  t o 
boarding school t o learn human behavior, is unforget t able. Russell wr it es 
even t he smallest  det ails wit h audacious, wit t y precision: an acne-plagued 
kid's face is a "p it uit ary horror, a pat chwork of  runny sores and 
sebaceous dips." And her scenes def t ly balance myt hology and t he gleeful 
absurdit y of  Mont y Pyt hon wit h a darker urgency t o acknowledge t he 
ancient , t he inf init e, and t he inadequacies of  being human: "Marooned in a 
clumsy body . . . I'm an impost er, an imperfect  monst er," says a young 
diver among silvery, st reamlined f ish. Original and ast onishing, joyful and 
unset t ling, t hese are st ories t hat  will st ay wit h readers (Booklist ) . 



 

 
Tale of  Two  Summers 
By Brian Sloan 
For t he f irst  t ime in t heir hist ory as best  f riends, Hal and Chuck will be 
spending t he summer apart : Chuck t o at t end a summer t heat er camp and 
Hal t o st ay in t heir homet own of  Wheat on, MD, and learn t o drive. To 
ensure cont act  t hroughout  t heir separat ion, Chuck set s up a privat e blog 
where t he boys can post  daily messages about  t heir advent ures (or lack 
t hereof ) , t he t ext  of  which const it ut es t his wit t y novel. Sloan succeeds at  
t he dual voicing of  t he charact ers; f rom t he f irst  ent ries, t he t eens 
dist inct  voices are clear. Much of  t heir virt ual conversat ion revolves 
around t heir summer romant ic prospect s and t heir pursuit  of  emot ionally 
as well as physically meaningful relat ionships. This somewhat  t ypical 
premise is complicat ed by t he fact  t hat  Hal is gay and has newly out ed 
himself  t o Chuck. As t hey compare t heir experiences, t he boys are also 
working t oget her t o def ine what  HalÕs sexual ident it y means in t he 
cont ext  of  t heir f riendship. Many of  t heir ent ries involve discussions of  
t he physiological dimensions of  int imacy, such as when Chuck asks, Not  t o 
be crude or anyt hing, but  exact ly how does a gay guy lose his virginit yÐis 
t hat  act ually possible? HalÕs answer is f rank, explicit , and endearing. 
Compared t o Melvin BurgessÕs Doing It  (Holt , 2004), t his novel is less 
deliberat ely bawdy and more realist ic, eart hy, and even sweet . Like David 
Levit han and Julie Ann Pet ers, Sloan is breaking ground among t he great s 
of  gay-t hemed young adult  f ict ion (School Library Journal) . 
 
 



 
Terrorist  
By John Updike 
Updike is never st at ic; over t he course of  his long career, he has not  only 
mast ered various lit erary forms but  also t ackled a wide variet y of  subject s 
as mat erial for his f ict ion. His new novel, swif t , sinewy, and st ylish, 
represent s anot her big leap. In t he hands of  a lesser wr it er, such a risky 
t opic and premise easily could have come across as presumpt uous. 
Ahmad, an 18-year-old high school st udent , is t he son of  an Irish 
American mot her and an Egypt ian fat her. He has t aken up t he Islamic fait h 
of  his fat her so complet ely t hat  he is obsessed wit h dist ancing himself  
f rom t he unclean inf idel, which is how he views t he New Jersey 
communit y in which he lives. The high-school guidance counselor, who 
at t empt s t o st eer young Ahmad in a direct ion he feels is more suit able 
and product ive, is a compelling and oddly at t ract ive support ing charact er, 
who, as it  t urns out , plays a vit al role in a deadly plot  int o which Ahmad 
t umbles like t he naive, easily manipulat ed adolescent  he is. This marvelous 
novel can be accurat ely labeled as a 9/ 11 novel, but  it  deserves also t he 
label of  mast erpiece for it s carefully nuanced building up of  t he 
psychology of  t hose who t raf f ic in t errorism. Timely and t opical, poised 
and passionat e, it  is a high mark in Updike's career (Booklist ) . 
 



 

 
This Is All: The Pillow Book of  Cordelia Kenn 
By Aidan Chambers 
Wit h profound respect  for readers, Chambers again st ret ches t he YA 
genre t o it s edges and beyond. As a fut ure gif t  t o her almost -born 
daught er, Cordelia records t he st ormy, passionat e st ory of  her life f rom 
age 15 t o 20 in t he form of  Japanese "p illow books." She's a great  fan of  
Shakespeare and Dickinson; her own voice is philosophical and meat y, 
cerebral and emot ional. She int ellect ually chooses schoolmat e Will as 
part ner for her "f irst  sex" but  falls head-over-heels in love wit h him, and 
here lies t he st ory's heart . Chambers makes Cordelia ut t erly f rank about  
sexual and biological det ails. Ot her arcs include Cordelia's enigmat ic bond 
wit h a t eacher (never fully graspable) , her musings about  t he roles of  
poet ry and piano in her life, and Will's passion for t rees. Some ref lect ions 
are wr it t en direct ly af t er an event , ot hers wit h years of  perspect ive; it  is 
t hese years, not  always ident if iable, t hat  render t he piece a YA/ adult  
crossover. Charact ers are int ricat e and somet imes infuriat ing, moment s of  
horror st unning and unforeshadowed. Ambit ious, imperfect , challenging 
and powerfully af fect ing (Kirkus Reviews). 
 

 
Trans-Sist er 
By Chris Bohjalian 
What  is t he relat ionship bet ween gender and sexualit y? How do your 
feelings about  yourself  as a man or woman af fect  your sexual 
preferences? How import ant  are your genit alia t o your self -image? 



Bohjalian explores t hese quest ions wit h honest y and compassion. Allison, 
an element ary-school t eacher, t akes a f ilm class and falls in love wit h 
Dana, her professor. Dana feels t he same way about  Allison--but  when he 
reveals his plans t o undergo a sex change operat ion, Allison is t orment ed 
wit h quest ions. She loves Dana as a man--what  if  she isn' t  at t ract ed t o 
Dana as a woman? Why should Dana's gender mat t er if  Allison loves t he 
person inside t he body? Once word get s out , out raged parent s complain 
t hat  Allison's relat ionship wit h Dana is a moral danger t o t he children she 
t eaches, so t hat  Allison risks losing not  only Dana, but  her job as well. 
Provocat ive and insight ful, t his gender-bending novel will make readers 
quest ion what  it  means t o be a man or a woman, and how st rongly t hese 
ident it ies are inf luenced by biological and cult ural pressures (Booklist ) . 
 

 
Wide Awake 
By David Levit han 
In Boy Meet s Boy (2003), Levit han creat ed a t own where being gay is no 
big t hing. In his lat est , he imagines a fut ure America--af t er t he Reign of  
Fear, af t er t he Great er Depression, t he War t o End All Wars, t he Jesus 
Revolut ion, and t he Prada Riot s. Living in t his not  quit e but  almost  
believable America are Duncan and his boyf riend, Jimmy, who st art  out  
t he book rejoicing t hat  Abe St ein, bot h gay and Jewish, has been elect ed 
president . Unsurprisingly, however, t he governor of  Kansas demands a 
recount , causing bot h St ein support ers and St ein hat ers t o t ravel en 
masse t o Kansas. Int o t his polit ically charged at mosphere go Duncan and 
Jimmy, who experience what  proves t o be a life-changing journey for 
t hem and t heir count ry. Levit han is best  when he's focused on t he t wo 
nuanced t eenagers. Duncan's f irst -person narrat ion--vulnerable, insecure, 
caring--absolut ely sings, and his relat ionship wit h t he out spoken Jimmy 
has all t he awkwardness and int ensit y of  f irst  love. Clearly responding t o 
current  polit ics, Levit han's vision of  t he fut ure occasionally dips int o 
heavy-handed moralizing, but  polit ics are so well int egrat ed and t hought -
provoking t hat  t hose moment s are forgivable. As much about  love as 
about  polit ics, Levit han's lat est  reaches out  t o shake readers awake, 



showing t hem how each person's life t ouches anot her, and anot her, unt il 
ult imat ely hist ory is made (Booklist ) . 
 

 
Wint erÕs Bone 
By Daniel Woodrell 
In t he povert y-st ricken hills of  t he Ozarks, Rees Dolly, 17, st ruggles daily 
t o care for her t wo brot hers and an ill mot her. When she learns t hat  her 
absent  fat her, a met h addict , has put  up t he family home as bond, she 
embarks on a dangerous search t o f ind him and bring him home for an 
upcoming court  dat e. Her relat ives, many of  whom are in t he business of  
"c ooking crank," t hwart  her at  every t urn, but  her f ight  t o save t he family 
f inally succeeds. Rees is by t urns t ough and t ender. She t eaches her 
brot hers how t o shoot  a shot gun, and even box, t he way her fat her had 
t aught  her. Her hope is "t hat  t hese boys would not  be dead t o wonder by 
age t welve, dulled t o life, empt y of  kindness, boiling wit h mean." A male 
f riend feeds her hallucinogenic mushrooms and t hen assault s her. But , like 
Mat t ie Ross in Charles Port is's True Grit  (Penguin, 1995), Rees beat s t he 
odds wit h spunk and courage. In spare but  evocat ive prose, Woodrell 
depict s a harsh world in which t he responsibilit ies for survival ult imat ely 
give Rees meaning and direct ion. He depict s t he landscape, people, and 
dialect s wit h st unning realism. A compelling t est ament  t o how people 
survive in t he worst  of  circumst ances (School Library Journal) . 


